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JAMES WILLIS LEWALLEN, JR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 26, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES WILLIS LEWALLEN, JR, a 51-year-old resident of Fayetteville, Arkansas, appeared for sentencing.  LEWALLEN,JR, was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


LEWALLEN, JR, was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of being an unlawful drug user in possession of a firearm and being a felon-in-possession of a firearm. 


On November 11, 2003, at the Del Bonita Port of Entry in Glacier County, Customs and Border Protection Inspectors located a .380 handgun in LEWALLEN, JR’s vehicle. 


On November 12, 2003, agents with the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (BICE) interviewed LEWALLEN, JR.  LEWALLEN, JR, stated he borrowed the handgun from a friend and placed the handgun in his vehicle for the drive from Arkansas to Canada. LEWALLEN, JR, stated he obtained the handgun one week prior to his trip.  


On November 13, 2003, BICE agents again interviewed LEWALLEN, JR.  LEWALLEN, JR admitted he used marijuana and had been doing so for many years.  

Further investigation by BICE agents revealed that on April 7, 1992 LEWALLEN, JR, was convicted in Arkansas on a felony charge of delivery of a controlled substance.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that LEWALLEN, JR, will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, LEWALLEN, JR, does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Immigration Enforcement and the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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