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RICHARD JAMES BIGGS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 26, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RICHARD JAMES BIGGS, a 25-year-old resident of Missoula, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana.  Sentencing is set for November 5, 2004.  BIGGS is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in late 2003 law enforcement authorities identified a supplier of marijuana, and made arrangements through an informant to purchase two pounds or marijuana from him.  The supplier arrived as planned, accompanied by another person.  After Agent Steve Spanogle, acting in a undercover capacity, saw the marijuana, both co-defendants were detained and questioned.  The admitted that they had come to sell the two pounds of marijuana for $3700.00 per pound, and identified another co-defendant as the source of the marijuana.  They also agreed to order more marijuana from this co-defendant.


A co-defendant contacted the source in a telephone conversation that was recorded by law enforcement.  Incriminating comments were made on the telephone and a one co-defendant told another that he would be sending someone to pick up the money – $6800 – that he was owed for past marijuana deliveries.  A few days later another co-defendant arrived to pick up the money and was arrested.  This co-defendant identified BIGGS as a supplier.  


One of the co-defendants admitted he had received approximately 80 pounds of marijuana from BIGGS over the period of several months.  He also agreed to make telephone calls to BIGGS and to wear a body wire in a meeting with him.  He did so and BIGGS told the co-defendant he needed to get into his house where there was more money.  Later BIGGS met with the co-defendant to take the money and was arrested.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Montana Criminal Investigations Division.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

