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BRIAN DAVID WRIGHT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 26, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, BRIAN DAVID WRIGHT, a 36-year-old resident of Great Falls, appeared for sentencing.  WRIGHT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years and 10 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years


Wright was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. 


On March 27, 2003, the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office was dispatched to the Airway Motel, in Great Falls.  When deputies arrived, they spoke with the owner of the motel who advised that a maid had found a large plastic bag containing several smaller bags of a white substance while cleaning a hotel room.  The room had been rented WRIGHT for the night of March 26, 2003.


Officers contacted WRIGHT on March 27, 2003.  He admitted that he had rented the hotel room for the purpose of selling drugs.


The plastic bag of white substance found in the room was sent to the DEA laboratory in San Francisco for analysis.  The testing revealed that the bag contained approximately 140 grams of methamphetamine.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that WRIGHT will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, WRIGHT does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force.
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