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NATHAN LESTER WEDRICK PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 27, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, NATHAN LESTER WEDRICK, a 31-year-old resident of Polson, pled guilty to charges of possession of stolen mail.  Sentencing is set for November 12, 2004, at 9:45 a.m.  WEDRICK is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 23, 2003, Polson police received a report from a Polson resident that checks had been stolen from his mailbox between April 8 and April 20, 2003, while he was on vacation.  The person’s bank had contacted him and reported that someone was passing his checks at local businesses.  


On April 24, 2003, Polson police received a report from a Wal-Mart employee that an individual was standing in a check out line at the store and that he was passing forged checks at the store.  As the Polson police officer arrived at Wal-Mart, one of the store managers pointed to a male walking down the sidewalk and identified him as the individual who was passing the checks.  The police officer stopped the individual and he identified himself as NATHAN WEDRICK.  When asked if he had any checks in his possession, WEDRICK produced a NASCAR checkbook from his jacket pocket.  In the checkbook were personal checks drawn on the account of the person who had made the report.  The officer placed WEDRICK under arrest.


After WEDRICK was placed under arrest, the Wal-Mart manager produced a check on the victim’s account that WEDRICK had just passed at the store.  


Immediately subsequent to WEDRICK’s arrest on April 24, 2003 the investigating officer contacted WEDRICK’s sister at WEDRICK’s parent’s residence where WEDRICK resided.  In a pump house on that property, the sister found a large number of blank checks on the victim’s account and 17 other pieces of stolen mail from seven other residences in the area.  She turned all the mail into the Polson police.   


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Postal Inspector.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

