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MARCOTULIO SANCHEZ-ABREGO PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 14, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, MARCOTULIO SANCHEZ-ABREGO, a citizen of Guatemala, pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  Sentencing is set for October 27, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  SANCHEZ-ABREGO is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 4, 2004, Senior Patrol Agent Christopher L. LeBlanc and Senior Patrol Agent James Cravey were performing routine transportation checks at the Glendive Greyhound Bus Station.


The agents boarded the eastbound Greyhound bus located in the terminal and identified themselves as Border Patrol Agents and that they were there to perform an immigration inspection.  As SPA LeBlanc moved towards the back of the bus, checking the identification of each passenger, he came upon the person later identified as MARCOTULIO SANCHEZ-ABREGO.


SPA LeBlanc again identified himself to SANCHEZ-ABREGO as a Border Patrol Agent and asked him to state his citizenship.  SANCHEZ-ABREGO responded in Spanish that he was a citizen of Guatemala.  When asked if he had any immigration documents and if he had entered the United States illegally, he replied that he did not have any immigration documents.  


SANCHEZ-ABREGO was then escorted off the bus along with four other subjects and placed under arrest and transported to the Plentywood Border Patrol Station for further processing.  


While at the station, SANCHEZ-ABREGO once again admitted to being a citizen and national of Guatemala illegally present in the United States.  He admitted to crossing the United States/Mexico international boundary near Brownsville, Texas on September 1, 2003 without being inspected.  SANCHEZ-ABREGO also admitted that he does not possess any immigration documents, which would allow him to remain in the United States.


Record checks were conducted through Border Patrol Dispatch, which identified SANCHEZ-ABREGO as having been previously ordered deported on May 10, 2001 under Alien Registration Number A71 482 652.  This record check also revealed that he has a criminal history.


The record check of the Alien Registration Number A71 482 652, further revealed the following: SANCHEZ-ABREGO was a previously deported alien, aggravated felon and is a citizen and native of Guatemala, not in possession of any documents allowing him to enter or remain in the United States.  On June 16, 1997, SANCHEZ-ABREGO was convicted in the District Court in Denver, Colorado.  He was sentenced to 4 years and 9 months in prison  and 3  months supervised release.  He had also been sentenced in Nebraska.  SANCHEZ-ABREGO was also convicted on May 5, 1995 for the sale of cocaine, in King County, Washington and was subsequently deported.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

