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LESTER DEWAYNE HOPKINS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 29, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, LESTER DWAYNE HOPKINS, a 42-year-old resident of Big Fork, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute cocaine.  Sentencing is set for November 19, 2004, at 11:00 a.m.  HOPKINS is currently released.


The government would prove at trial that beginning in or around November 2003 and continuing through on or about April 20, 2004, in and around Bigfork and other areas, HOPKINS and co-defendants conspired to distribute cocaine.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Northwest Drug Task Force.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

