	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



LOGAN HASTINGS BLACKMORE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 29, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, LOGAN HASTINGS BLACKMORE, a 24-year-old resident of Vernon, British Columbia, pled guilty to charges of smuggling marijuana.  Sentencing is set for December 2, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  BLACKMORE is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on the night of May 17, 2004, on Lick Mountain Road in Lincoln County, Border patrol agents were on patrol.  They observed a light coming toward them, and soon saw that it was a bicycle.  They ordered the cyclist to stop, but he did not, barreling through them.  He lost control of his bike in the process, however and crashed.  He leaped up, leaving a large backpack behind, and ran into the woods.  Immediately thereafter, another bicyclist with a light came down the road.  The agents ordered him to stop also.  He did.  It was     BLACKMORE.  He, too, had a large pack of marijuana.  BLACKMORE was interviewed and admitted he and the rider before him were carrying marijuana into the United States from Canada.  The total weight of the marijuana in the two packs was approximately 109 pounds.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Bureau of Immigration and Border Enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

