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CARLOS HERNANDEZ-TORRES SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 30, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, CARLOS HERNANDEZ-TORRES appeared for sentencing.  HERNANDEZ-TORRES was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years and 9 months

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


HERNANDEZ-TORRES was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien. 


On October 23, 2003, a Senior Patrol Agent of the United States Border Patrol was conducting transportation checks at the bus depot in Billings.  The agent arrested HERNANDEZ-TORRES, who identified himself as Esquivel-Torres, a citizen of Mexico who had been previously deported from the United States on February 26, 2003.  HERNANDEZ-TORRES, aka Esquivel-Torres, was transported to the United States Border Patrol office in Billings.


During the processing, fingerprints and photographs of HERNANDEZ-TORRES were taken and compared in the Department of Homeland Security database.  The comparison revealed that HERNANDEZ-TORRES was the person identifying himself as Esquivel Torres and that HERNANDEZ-TORRES had a significant criminal record under the alias Esquivel Torres,  including criminal convictions for aggravated felony crimes.  HERNANDEZ-TORRES was informed of his rights in the Spanish language and freely admitted that the criminal and immigration history in the database was his.  Further searches of all databases revealed no application was submitted by HERNANDEZ-TORRES to the Attorney General for permission to apply for entry into the United States.

 
Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HERNANDEZ-TORRES will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HERNANDEZ-TORRES does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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