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EDWARD FONG PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 30, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, EDWARD FONG, a 38-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to charges, in two separate indictments, of conspiracy to fraudulently obtain immigration documents and false statements, and conspiracy to defraud the United States.  Sentencing is set for November 22, 2004, at 1:30 p.m.  FONG is currently released.


 FONG acknowledged that from on or about March 17, 2002, until on or about March 14, 2003, in Great Falls and other places, FONG conspired and agreed with others to make false statements with respect to a material fact in an application, affidavit, or other document required by the immigration laws or regulations of the United States, and to knowingly use, possess, obtain, accept or receive immigration documents prescribed by statute or regulation as evidence of authorized stay or employment in the United States known to have been procured by means of a false claim or statement or otherwise procured by fraud.


FONG also acknowledged that from on or about June 1, 2002, and continuing until on or about May 31, 2003, in Great Falls FONG, together with a co-defendant, conspired and agreed to defraud the United States Department of Defense, and the Department of the Air Force, a department and agency of the United States, by obtaining the payment of false, fictitious, or fraudulent claims for living expenses.  Specifically, FONG admitted that he and the co-defendant conspired to falsify and submit government travel vouchers on the basis of fraudulent rental agreements and receipts in order to receive greater allowances than otherwise entitled to, and to share in the proceeds of the federal funds fraudulently obtained.
He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for conspiracy to fraudulently obtain immigration documents.  For making false statements, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For conspiracy to defraud the United States, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Mike Lahr prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Air Force Office of Special Investigations.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

