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CHRIS ESPINOZA AND ANDREW LUCERO FOUND GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that on August 4, 2004, in Billings, after a 4-day federal district court trial before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, CHRIS ESPINOZA and ANDREW LUCERO of Phoenix, Arizona, were found guilty of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with intent to distribute and possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.  ESPINOZA was also found guilty on charges of conspiracy to possess marijuana with intent to distribute and possession of marijuana with intent to distribute.  No sentencing date has yet been set.  Both ESPINOZA and LUCERO are currently detained.


On the charges of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with intent to distribute and possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute, both ESPINOZA and LUCERO face possible penalties of 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release for each offense.  


On the charges of conspiracy to possess marijuana with intent to distribute, ESPINOZA faces possible penalties of 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  For the charge of possession of marijuana with intent to distribute, ESPINOZA faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the United States Postal Inspection Service.

# # #

_1106563383.bin

