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RANDALL KEITH DIXON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on August 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, RANDALL KEITH DIXON, a 52-year-old resident of Box Elder, pled guilty to charges of theft from a tribal organization.  Sentencing is set for December 6, 2004, at 3:30 P.M.  DIXON is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in August of 2003, DIXON was employed as a physician’s assistant by the Rocky Boy’s Health Board.  On August 19, 2003, DIXON telephoned an employee at the U.S. Bank in Havre and requested that $4,000.00 be transferred from the Rocky Boy’s Health Board (RBHB) bank account to his personal checking account.  DIXON was not authorized to request a transfer of funds from the RBHB account.  The employee transferred the money without verifying authorized signatories for the RBHB account.


On August 25, 2003, DIXON again contacted the U.S. Bank in Havre and requested that $9300.00 be transferred from his business bank account, but actually the RBHB bank account, to his personal account.  The employee did not transfer the money and informed DIXON that he was not an authorized signatory for the RBHB account.


DIXON was subsequently interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation [FBI].  DIXON advised FBI agents that he learned of the RBHB account by opening mail that was inadvertently delivered to him.  He also admitted he attempted to gain access to another RBHB account held by Smith Barney Citigroup Investment, but was unable to do so on-line.


DIXON faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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