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VERNON ANDERSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on August 5, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, VERNON BREECE ANDERSON, a 19-year-old resident of Spokane, Washington, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute and distribution of methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for December 3, 2004, at 11:00 A.M.  ANDERSON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 6, 2004, ANDERSON and several other co-defendants drove from Spokane, Washington to Helena with 2.5 pounds of crystal methamphetamine.  One individual left over ½ pound in the Budget Inn in Helena, and two other individuals took two pounds to meet an undercover narcotics officer at the Colonial Inn in Helena.  One of the other suppliers delivered one pound of crystal methamphetamine to the undercover officer.  The undercover agent and the supplier were walking out of the room to meet another supplier in the motel parking lot to get the other pound when one of the suppliers from the vehicle ANDERSON was traveling in was arrested.


A search warrant for the supplier’s car was subsequently obtained, and one pound of crystal methamphetamine was located in the car.  


On April 7, 2004, a search was conducted in the room rented by one of the individuals  at the Budget Inn in Helena.  During that search, suspected methamphetamine was seized.  A shotgun was also seized which the co-defendant’s supplier admitted purchasing.


ANDERSON faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for each offense.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena.
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