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IMOGENE DEWEY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 20, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, IMOGENE DEWEY, a 60-year-old resident of Lame Deer, pled guilty to three counts of distribution of marijuana within 1,000 feet of a school and/or a federal housing project.  Sentencing is set for November 9, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.  DEWEY is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on July 29, 2002, a confidential informant working under the direction of the Montana Division of Criminal Investigations, Eastern Montana Drug Task Force, purchased 4 marijuana cigarettes for $20 from DEWEY at her residence within 1000 feet of a federal housing authority project in Lame Deer, which is located on the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation.  The CI was searched, provided buy money and then purchased the drugs while agents monitored the transaction.  The drugs were subsequently tested by the Montana State Crime Laboratory and found to be 1.25 grams of marijuana.


It would also prove that on August 15, 2002, a confidential informant working under the direction of the Montana Division of Criminal Investigations, Eastern Montana Drug Task Force, purchased 4 marijuana cigarettes for $20 from DEWEY and a co-defendant at their residence within 1000 feet of a federal housing authority project in Lame Deer.  The CI was searched, provided buy money and then purchased the drugs while agents monitored the transaction.  The drugs were subsequently tested by the Montana State Crime Laboratory and found to be 1.15 grams of marijuana.


On October 21, 2002, a confidential informant working under the direction of the Montana Division of Criminal Investigations, Eastern Montana Drug Task Force, purchased 4 marijuana cigarettes for $20 from DEWEY at her residence within 1000 feet of a federal housing authority project in Lame Deer.  The CI was searched, provided buy money and then purchased the drugs while agents monitored the transaction.  The drugs were subsequently tested by the Montana State Crime Laboratory and found to be 1.35 grams of marijuana.


She faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $500,000 fine and 4 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Montana Division of Criminal Investigations, Eastern Montana Drug Task Force.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

