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MARIA ISABEL HERNANDEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 10, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MARIA ISABEL HERNANDEZ, age 33, pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  Sentencing is set for November 10, 2004.  HERNANDEZ is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on March 12, 2004, the Billings Police Department responded to a shoplifting report and arrested HERNANDEZ.  Upon questioning, it was learned that she could not speak English and officers contacted the Border Patrol for assistance.


A Special Agent entered HERNANDEZ’ fingerprints into the IDENT System and found an identical match.  HERNANDEZ is a native and citizen of Mexico.  Immigration records further stated she had an alien registration number.  She had previously been deported on two separate occasions and served two years in prison for robbery. 


She faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

