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APRIL MARY BOUSHIE AND TERRY DEAN CLIFF SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on August 12, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, APRIL MARY BOUSHIE, a 39-year-old resident of Lodgepole, and TERRY DEAN CLIFF, a 37-year-old resident of Lodgepole, appeared for sentencing.  BOUSHIE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Community Service: 30 hours


CLIFF was sentenced to a term of:

! 


Prison: 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Community Service: 30 hours


BOUSHIE and CLLIFF were sentenced after they were found guilty of manufacturing marijuana. 


On July 17, 2003, a Fort Belknap police officer received a report from an individual that the defendants were growing marijuana in the basement and in a back room of their residence.  The informant stated that he/she had seen the plants.


Two officers went to the residence on July 17, 2003 to investigate the tip.  BOUSHIE was present and gave the officers consent to walk through the house.  The back room that the informant had identified as one of the locations of the marijuana grow operation appeared to have been recently cleaned.  When the officers approached the basement doorway, BOUSHIE “became fidgety and appeared nervous.”  CLIFF jumped off the bed and retracted the consent given by BOUSHIE.  He told the officers the sewer had backed up in the basement and told the officers they would need a warrant to enter the basement.


A search warrant was obtained and officers returned to the residence to execute the search warrant.  No one was home when they returned with the warrant.  The officers seized four larger (approximately four feet tall) marijuana plants, eight smaller marijuana plants, numerous leaves and various growing materials from the basement.  The officers also found another plant (approximately two feet tall) on the porch of the house.  A marijuana pipe, some additional paraphernalia and suspected methamphetamine were seized from the kitchen


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that BOUSHIE and CLIFF will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, BOUSHIE and CLIFF do have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Belknap Law Enforcement and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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