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MICHAEL LIRA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 13, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MICHAEL LIRA, a 39-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of being a person under an indictment in possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for November 17, 2004.  LIRA is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on January 22, 2002, a Montana Highway Patrol Officer stopped to assist with a disabled vehicle on the side of the road.  Upon questioning it was learned that the vehicle was owned by MICHAEL LIRA.


LIRA later contacted the officers and gave permission to search his vehicle.  LIRA was present when the officers conducted the search and opened the car trunk to reveal a Remington, Model 700, 300 Win. Mag., Bolt-action rifle.  LIRA admitted he had put the rifle in his trunk.  LIRA claimed the rifle belonged to a passenger in his vehicle.  However, LIRA acknowledged he knew it was in his trunk.


At the time LIRA possessed the rifle, he was charged by way of information in State District Court for a felony offense that could result in imprisonment in excess of one year.  

 
He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Montana Highway Patrol.







# # # # #

A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

