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CLIFFORD PATRICK MARION SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on August 16, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, CLIFFORD PATRICK MARION, a 43-year-old resident of Helena, appeared for sentencing.  MARION was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years and 3 months on each count; to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $300

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years


MARION was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of maintaining premises for the purpose of distributing or using controlled substances; distribution of controlled substance to persons under the age of twenty-one; and distribution in or near a housing facility owned by a public housing authority. 


On or about December 3, 2003, and before, in Helena, MARION’s residence was located in a public housing complex owned by the Helena Housing Authority.



MARION knowingly opened or maintained said premises as owner, lessee, agent, or mortgagee.
On December 3, 2003, law enforcement was provided information that juvenile individuals from Helena Middle School were frequenting MARION’s residence for the purpose of using marijuana.


Juvenile individuals, all under the age of 21, confirmed that on December 3, 2003, and before, they went to MARION’s residence for the purpose of using marijuana, and that on some occasions the marijuana was provided by them and on other occasions the marijuana was provided by MARION for their respective personal use.


MARION admitted that he had smoked marijuana with juvenile individuals at his residence in Helena on more than one occasion, with marijuana being furnished by him on some occasions and marijuana being supplied by the juveniles on other occasions. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that MARION will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, MARION does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Missouri River High Intensity Drug Trafficking Task Force.
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