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DOUGLAS JAMES KNIGHT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on August 16, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, DOUGLAS JAMES KNIGHT, a 31-year-old resident of East Helena, appeared for sentencing.  KNIGHT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Community Service: 100 hours


KNIGHT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of possession of stolen firearms. 


On March 29, 1999, a Helena-area gun shop was burglarized and 29 different firearms were taken. 


One of the stolen firearms was recovered from a Helena-area pawn shop during the fall of 2003. The person who pawned the firearm told law enforcement that he received the firearm from KNIGHT.  


During the course of their investigation, law enforcement interviewed KNIGHT on October 22, 2003.  KNIGHT told the officers that he purchased a large number of firearms under suspicious circumstances.  Due to the suspicious circumstances, KNIGHT normally told others that he inherited the firearms.  KNIGHT then retrieved 6 of the stolen firearms from his residence and gave them to law enforcement.  Law enforcement verified through make, model, and serial numbers that these were in fact stolen from the gun shop in March 1999.


During the course of their investigation, law enforcement recovered other stolen firearms traceable to KNIGHT.  Law enforcement positively linked numerous stolen firearms to KNIGHT.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that KNIGHT will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, KNIGHT does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Lewis and Clark County Sheriff’s Office.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”
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