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KEVIN M. HILL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 18, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, KEVIN M. HILL, a 35-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  HILL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


HILL was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to social security fraud.


Beginning in August 1999, through August 2001, in Billings, HILL knowingly made false statements and representations of a material fact for use in determining his rights to benefits under the Social Security Act.  HILL provided false information on an eligibility form as well as in telephone conversations with a representative with the Social Security Administration in order to fraudulently obtain benefits to which he was not entitled.  HILL stated that he was employed by and receiving wages from Fox Lumber and U.S. Bearings and Drives, but concealed the fact that he was also receiving wages as an employee of Smith’s Food and Drug.  The additional wages from Smith’s Food and Drug would have affected his eligibility to receive Supplemental Security Income benefits from the Social Security Administration.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HILL will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HILL does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Social Security Administration Office of the Inspector General.
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