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MICHAEL ADRIAN LEE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 18, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, MICHAEL ADRIAN LEE, a 20-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to coercion and enticement.  Sentencing is set for November 17, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  LEE is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in June of 2003, an FBI Special Agent was working undercover in an Internet chat room posing as a 14-year-old girl, when he was contacted by LEE.  LEE engaged the “girl” in an immediately explicit sexual conversation.  LEE stated that he was 19 years of age and that what he wanted to engage in sexual contact, recognizing that “she” was underage.  LEE arranged to meet the “girl” in Billings and asked her to sneak out of her residence that night to do so.  LEE asked her to call him via cell phone to finalize the arrangements.


The same night, LEE then traveled to the prearranged meeting place in Billings to meet with the “girl”.  When LEE arrived at the meet site, he was arrested.  


LEE admitted that he had traveled to engage in sexual contact with the “girl” he believed to be fourteen years of age.  LEE used his home computer equipment to communicate with the “girl” via Internet using a means of interstate communication.  Law enforcement agents seized the computer and the cell phone LEE had used to chat with and speak to the “girl.”


He faces possible penalties of a minimum of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and lifetime supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

