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CORRECTION RELEASE: THOMAS ANTHONY FERRARA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 18, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, THOMAS ANTHONY FERRARA, a 39-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  FERRARA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years and 5 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


FERRARA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to felon-in-possession of a firearm. 


In February 2003, FERRARA brought the seven firearms charged in the Indictment in CR 03-97-BLG-JDS to Scheels in Billings.  Employees of Scheels evaluated the guns to establish their value and identified FERRARA as the possessor of the firearms.  The Scheels employees determined $1,700 as the collective value of the guns.  FERRARA advised that he and a business associate named “Amy” were going to donate the money to a missing childrens fund because his daughter had been abducted and he felt compelled to be supportive of the organization that had been so helpful to him.  Scheels issued the check to Amy Martin.


At the time that FERRARA possessed the firearms he had been convicted of felony crimes in Massachusetts and Florida.  Neither state had restored his rights to possess firearms.  These convictions linked FERRARA under indictment with the Thomas FERRARA who had been convicted of felony crimes in Florida and Massachusetts.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that FERRARA will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, FERRARA does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the United States Postal Inspector, the Billings Police Department and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


This conviction is yet another important outcome from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  PSN is designed as a partnership between federal and local law enforcement to reduce violent crime and gun related crime through the vigorous enforcement of the criminal provisions of the federal firearms laws.  In Montana, the effort under PSN is called “Catch and No Release.”
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