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AMY LYNN SWANSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on August 19, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, AMY LYNN SWANSON, a 34-year-old resident of Helena, pled guilty to mail theft.  Sentencing is set for November 18, 2004, at 11:00 a.m.  SWANSON is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that SWANSON was first awarded a temporary contract for Highway Contract Route (“HCR”) 59666 in April of 2003.  SWANSON was subsequently awarded Contract 59666 with a start date of October 4, 2003.  These contracts provided that SWANSON would deliver mail on the route assigned.


Beginning in July of 2003, the Postmaster in East Helena started receiving complaints regarding mail that had been tampered with on HCR 59666.  On January 27, 2004, Postal Inspectors prepared five pieces of test mail to be delivered the following day to addresses on SWANSON’s route. 


Copies of the test mail parcels and records of the serial numbers of the bills enclosed were made before being placed in the mail for delivery.


SWANSON received her mail  for delivery on the morning of January 28, 2004, and  she left the East Helena Main Post Office at approximately 10:30 a.m.  Before beginning her route, SWANSON stopped at the Town Pump where she purchased cigarettes and a soda with a $50 bill.  Inspectors bought this currency back from the Town Pump and determined that it was the $50 bill from one of the test letters in SWANSON’s route mail.  Surveillance indicated that none of the other four letters was delivered during the course of SWANSON’s route.


Following completion of her route on January 28, 2004, SWANSON was advised of her rights and agreed to speak with Postal Inspectors.  SWANSON admitted taking money from the five letters.  SWANSON also took an Inspector to her vehicle where she showed him the rifled letters and currency she had taken.  SWANSON initialed and dated the letters and currency she had taken.  Finally, SWANSON prepared a written statement admitting the thefts and indicating she had taken mail two other times.


She faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Mike Lahr prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Postal Inspector.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

