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JUAN MORENO SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 19, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JUAN MORENO, a 30-year-old resident of Mexico, appeared for sentencing.  MORENO was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 8 years and 4 months on each count; to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 8 years


MORENO was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project, possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, conspiracy to distribute marijuana within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project and possession with intent to distribute marijuana. 


Beginning about November of 2002, and continuing through about May 2003, in Lame Deer and other areas, MORENO and co-defendants conspired to distribute approximately 2,494.8 grams of marijuana within 1,000 feet of a housing facility owned by a the Northern Cheyenne Housing Authority.


On April 23, 2003, near Billings, MORENO and co-defendants possessed with intent to distribute approximately 180 grams of methamphetamine.


On April 23, 2003, near Billings, MORENO and co-defendants possessed with the intent to distribute approximately 2,268 grams of marijuana.


The drug trafficking occurred from November 2002 to May 2003.   MORENO and three of the co-defendants were arrested April 23, 2003, after a Billings Police Officer made a traffic stop near Billings and found drugs.  These four admitted they were headed for Lame Deer.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that MORENO will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, MORENO does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Billings Police Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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