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DARRELL JAY PELVIT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 12, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, DARRELL JAY PELVIT, a 35-year-old resident of Miles City, appeared for sentencing.  PELVIT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 8 years and 4 months and 5 years; sentences to run consecutively

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 8 years


PELVIT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to manufacture and manufacturing methamphetamine, possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime and being an unlawful user or addict to a controlled substance in possession of a firearm. 


Agents with the Criminal Investigation Division of the Montana Department of Justice and law enforcement officers in Miles City served a search warrant on PELVIT’s residence in August of 2002.  PELVIT was found in possession of methamphetamine, numerous firearms and related clandestine methamphetamine laboratory evidence, which were seized during the search. 


As the investigation progressed, it was discovered that PELVIT began manufacturing methamphetamine and distributing it as his sole source of income.  


Individuals obtained pseudoephedrine tablets and other items for PELVIT to use in  manufacturing methamphetamine.  In exchange, PELVIT would give them methamphetamine.  Co-conspirators established that PELVIT initially sold methamphetamine to them and then later instructed them how to manufacture their own methamphetamine.   


PELVIT acted with co-defendants in manufacturing methamphetamine by use of the “Birch” method, using, among other materials, lithium batteries, pseudoephedrine tablets and anhydrous ammonia.  He also knowingly used, carried or possessed firearms during and in relation to said offense.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that PELVIT will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, PELVIT does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Eastern Montana Drug Task Force.
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