	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



JAMES DEAN MITCHELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on August 26, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES DEAN MITCHELL, a 36-year-old resident of Rocky Boy’s Agency, appeared for sentencing.  MITCHELL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


After a 1 ½ day jury trial, MITCHELL was found guilty on April 21, 2004, of assault resulting in serious bodily injury.


 On April 3, 2003, a group of people were sitting in a vehicle which was parked at a private residence located on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  The group had been drinking alcohol and decided to drive around the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  As the group was ready to leave, MITCHELL and another person arrived in Mitchell’s truck.  A verbal argument between two of the people ensued.  At one point during the argument,  MITCHELL and another person approached the vehicle the other group occupied.   Two of the people began fighting while one of them sat in the vehicle.  At the same time, MITCHELL threw at least four punches, striking another person that was also sitting in the vehicle.  The victim was transported by ambulance to the Northern Montana Hospital in Havre. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that MITCHELL will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, MITCHELL does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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