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TAFFY HAMILTON RE-SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on August 27, 2004, TAFFY HAMILTON appeared for re-sentencing before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon.  She was initially sentenced on January 2, 2003.  HAMILTON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 years and 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


HAMILTON was initially sentenced after she pled guilty to one count of possession with intent to distribute at least 200 grams of methamphetamine.  HAMILTON acknowledged that from 2000 through May 6, 2002, in Wolf Point and other areas, she possessed with intent to distribute in excess of 200 grams of methamphetamine.


On April 1, 2004, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals vacated the sentence and remanded HAMILTON for re-sentencing.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HAMILTON will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HAMILTON has the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd  prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Fort Peck Criminal Investigation Division, the Wolf Point Police Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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