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RICHARD WARREN FRANCIS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on August 31, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RICHARD WARREN FRANCIS, age 29, pled guilty to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, use or possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, user in possession of a firearm, and possess, conceal, or store a stolen firearm.  Sentencing is set for December 17, 2004, at 9:45 a.m.  FRANCIS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in late spring 2004, law enforcement agents in Helena discovered that a person was selling methamphetamine.  After arresting the person, she agreed to cooperate with authorities.  The agents then wired a room for video and sound and had the person invite sources to come to the room for drug deals.  Among the sources was FRANCIS.  He had provided methamphetamine to the person before, and when called, he agreed to come with two more pounds.  After a number of phone calls for negotiations and logistics (including one in which FRANCIS’s girlfriend, Lukezic, called asking for directions) FRANCIS and Lukezic arrived at the hotel room with FRANCIS carrying a black bag.  The video tape shows that the three engaged in conversation until FRANCIS unlocked a metal box he had removed from the bag and showed the person the methamphetamine inside.  He and Lukezic were then arrested.


There was approximately 922 grams of methamphetamine in the metal box.  With the previous deals, the total amount of methamphetamine was in excess of 1.5 kilograms.  Additionally, in the bag and readily available, the agents found a handgun which had been stolen.  


FRANCIS faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For use or possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, he faces a mandatory 5 years consecutive.  For user in possession of a firearm, he faces 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For possess, conceal, or store a stolen firearm, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

