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VINA DURAN STUMP PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 1, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, VINA DURAN STUMP, a 35-year-old resident of Box Elder, pled guilty to possession of cocaine.  Sentencing is set for December 27, 2004, at 2:30 p.m.  STUMP is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 15, 2004, Tri-Agency Drug Task Force agents obtained a search warrant for the residence of a third party on the Rocky Boy Indian Reservation.  Located in the living room of the residence was STUMP and several other individuals.


A Criminal Investigator with the Rocky Boy Tribe searched STUMP and located two small zip lock bags with white powder residue, as well as other items of contraband.  At that time, STUMP advised the agents that she was more than four months pregnant.


A search of the residence was then conducted.  A bag of white powder was located under the couch.  The bag was similar to the bags found in STUMP’s pocket.  The bag was also found directly under where STUMP was sitting on the couch.  Various other contraband items were found throughout the living room area of the home.


STUMP and the other individuals were all arrested at that time.


The zip lock bags seized from STUMP were forwarded to the Montana State Crime Lab for analysis.  The zip lock bags tested positive for the presence of cocaine and contained approximately ½ gram.  


She faces possible penalties of 1 year in prison, a $1,000 to $100,000 fine and 1 year supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

