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LYMAN GREGORY FERGUSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 1, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, LYMAN GREGORY FERGUSON, age 29, pled guilty to theft from a tribal organization.  Sentencing is set for December 20, 2004, at 1:30 p.m.  FERGUSON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about September 5, 2001, FERGUSON endorsed and cashed a check made out to a third party for $1240.80.  FERGUSON confirmed that the signature on the check below the third party’s signature was his.  The check was drawn from the General Fund account of the Chippewa Cree Tribe.


On or about October 23, 2001, FERGUSON and a co-defendant went to the Chippewa Cree tribal offices to collect payment for a fencing project they had completed.  While at the office, they obtained a box of blank checks.


On or about October 25, 2001, FERGUSON cashed a check made out to him from the Chippewa Cree Tribe General Assistance fund in the amount of $960.00.  On or about October 25, 2001, FERGUSON cashed a second check made out to him from the Chippewa Cree Tribe Tribal Programs fund for $2678.92.  With some of these funds, he purchased a 1987 Ford F150 pickup for $2000.00 cash from Jim Taylor Chevrolet in Fort Benton.


FERGUSON admitted during an interview that he stole the checks from the office of one of the tribal chairman of the Chippewa Cree Tribe.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

