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PRESCOTT WILLIAM SIGMUND PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 1, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, PRESCOTT WILLIAM SIGMUND, age 36, pled guilty to misuse of a social security number.  Sentencing is set for December 16, 2004, at 9:45 a.m.  SIGMUND is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that SIGMUND acknowledged that on or about July 24, 2002, in Missoula, while a fugitive from justice, he used two false social security numbers.


Having placed a pipe bomb in the District of Columbia which detonated and seriously injured his stepbrother, SIGUMND fled the District of Columbia area and relocated to Montana.  Knowing his status as a fugitive from justice, SIGMUND misrepresented two social security numbers as his own in paperwork filed with Comfort Inn of Missoula.


SIGMUND misrepresented his name as Paul Nott and used the two different social security numbers as his Social Security numbers on his I-9 and W-4 forms.  The records from the Social Security Administration established that neither number was issued to SIGMUND.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Social Security Administration Office of the Inspector General.


Mercer states, “If folks come to Montana in hopes of hiding out as fugitives, we will prosecute them if we have a viable federal charge.  SIGMUND assumed an entirely new identity and did so by misusing a Social Security number not assigned to him, which constitutes a federal crime.”
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

