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ERIC ARTHUR ACKERMAN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 2, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam Haddon, ERIC ACKERMAN, a 68-year-old resident of Canada, appeared for sentencing.  ACKERMAN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: time served; 4 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Fine: $1000


ACKERMAN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to false claim of United States citizenship. 


On May 25, 2004, ACKERMAN and another person applied for entry into the United States through the Sweetgrass Port of Entry while driving a recreation vehicle from Canada.  Customs and Border Protection officers inquired of ACKERMAN and the other person as to their citizenship.  ACKERMAN informed the officers that he was a United States citizen and the other person was a Canadian citizen and that they had been traveling through Canada for the previous eight days.  Officers requested proof of citizenship and ACKERMAN produced a California driver’s license.  The other person presented a Canadian passport.  Officers then requested additional proof of citizenship from ACKERMAN and he presented a document entitled “Affidavit of Citizenship.”


The “Affidavit of Citizenship” contained handwritten notations documenting ACKERMAN’s full name, date of birth and place of birth, which was listed as Erie, Pennsylvania.  The document bore ACKERMAN’s signature and was notarized by a Notary Public in California on May 24, 2000.  Officers then referred ACKERMAN and the other person for further inspection.


During the secondary inspection, Officers further interviewed ACKERMAN and the other person and performed an NCIC record check on ACKERMAN.  It was discovered that ACKERMAN had been arrested in Toronto, Canada in 1956 for theft.  The NCIC record also reflected that ACKERMAN had been born in Ontario, Canada.  Fingerprints were taken from ACKERMAN, which were found to match the fingerprints taken from ACKERMAN in 1956.


ACKERMAN confirmed that he had been arrested.  Officers then asked ACKERMAN where he had been born and he eventually acknowledged he was born in Canada.  After further questioning, ACKERMAN admitted he had bought the “Affidavit of Citizenship” several years ago.  ACKERMAN told officers that he had thought it would be easier to enter the United States with the affidavit since his driving license was from Canada and he was driving a recreational vehicle with Montana plates.


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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