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LISA REE COUNTS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 1, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, LISA REE COUNTS, a 42-year-old resident of Belgrade, pled guilty to possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and possession of a firearm during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime.  Sentencing is set for December 8, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  COUNTS is currently released with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on July 13, 2003, a traffic stop was initiated by Sargent Wagner with the Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office.  It was learned that COUNTS, a passenger was the registered owner of the vehicle.  During the traffic stop, COUNTS voluntarily handed the officer a small black pouch which contained a metal pipe with burned residue and several plastic bindles.  Sargent Wagner then asked COUNTS for permission to search the vehicle, to which she consented.  A .38 caliber pistol, a bank bag containing 6 plastic bindles of methamphetamine, U.S. currency, and other drug paraphernalia were found in the vehicle console.  COUNTS admitted delivering some of the methamphetamine she acquired in Billings on her return to Gallatin County.


COUNTS faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession of a firearm during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, she faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years in prison, consecutive to any other crime.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

