	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



DOMINIC ANTHONY SHEARS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 1, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge , DOMINIC ANTHONY SHEARS, age 21, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute and distribution of methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for December 3, 2004. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on March 28, 2004, a co-defendant arranged a controlled purchase of crystal methamphetamine from SHEARS to an undercover agent in Boulder.  SHEARS sold the undercover agent three bags of methamphetamine for $3,000.00. During this transaction, SHEARS told the undercover agent that another supplier was the boss and also provided a Spokane, Washington, cellular phone number for the supplier.


On March 30, 2004, the undercover agent placed a recorded call to the supplier during which call the supplier agreed to deliver one or two pounds of methamphetamine.  A price was agreed upon, and the supplier agreed to meet the undercover agent the following day to deliver the methamphetamine.


On April 1, 2004, the undercover agent met with SHEARS in a motel room in Helena and received one pound of methamphetamine for $15,000.00.  During that deal, SHEARS telephoned the supplier, and the undercover agent spoke with the supplier about future deals and the current deal.  The undercover agent also spoke to SHEARS about doing more business in the future and purchasing an even greater amount of methamphetamine.


On April 6, 2004, the supplier drove from Spokane to Helena with 2.5 pounds of crystal methamphetamine.  The supplier left over ½ pound in the Budget Inn, and the supplier and SHEARS took two pounds to meet the undercover agent at the Colonial Inn in Helena.  The supplier delivered one pound of crystal methamphetamine to the undercover agent.  The undercover agent and the supplier were walking out of the room to meet SHEARS in the car in the parking lot to get the other pound when the supplier was arrested.


A search warrant for the car was subsequently obtained, and one pound of crystal methamphetamine was located in the car.  


On April 7, 2004, a search was conducted in the room rented by the supplier at the Budget Inn in Helena.  During that search, suspected methamphetamine was seized.  A shotgun was also seized which the supplier admitted she had purchased.


SHEARS faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  For possession with intent to distribute and distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted the Missouri River Drug Task Force.

# # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
_1106563383.bin

