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ANTONIO HERNANDEZ SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 3, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ANTONIO HERNANDEZ, age 21, appeared for sentencing.  HERNANDEZ was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years


HERNANDEZ was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine. 


On January 19, 2004, a Confidential Informant told him that ANTONIO HERNANDEZ and another individual had approximately two and one-half pounds of methamphetamine for sale.  According to the CI, HERNANDEZ wanted the CI to help him get rid of the methamphetamine.  On this same date, the Missouri River Drug Task Force had the CI make a controlled purchase of methamphetamine from HERNANDEZ and the other individual.  The CI met with HERNANDEZ, and two others in Bozeman.  When they met, HERNANDEZ told the CI that they did not bring the methamphetamine with them, and that the other two would have to go and get it.  While the two went to get the methamphetamine, HERNANDEZ stayed with the CI in the CI’s vehicle.  During this time HERNANDEZ counted the $5,400 dollars the CI gave him for the methamphetamine.  When the two individuals returned, HERNANDEZ left the CI’s vehicle and went to the vehicle that the other two individuals were in.  HERNANDEZ retrieved the methamphetamine and provided it to the CI. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HERNANDEZ will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HERNANDEZ does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


# # #

_1106563383.bin

