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AUSTIN BROOKS HEALY SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 7, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, AUSTIN BROOKS HEALY, a 42-year-old resident of Dodson, appeared for sentencing.  HEALY was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $10                       


HEALY was sentenced after a 2-day jury trial where he was found guilty of assault resulting in serious bodily injury. 


Sometime during the afternoon of August 25, 2003, HEALY invited Merrill Gray and Marcella Shortman to his residence to drink beer.  Gray and Shortman are married and live approximately two blocks from Healy in Dodson.  All three individuals arrived at the HEALY residence and proceeded to drink beer throughout most of the evening.  Sometime during the evening, HEALY, Gray and Shortman traveled to the Zortman Bar for more alcohol.  They then returned to the HEALY residence and continued to drink.


Around midnight, HEALY, who was very intoxicated, suddenly became angry, frightening Gray and Shortman.  Gray stood up and started walking toward the door.  HEALY struck Gray in the face with his fist, knocking Gray to the floor.  Shortman stood up and walked toward Gray.  HEALY struck Shortman in the face with his fist, knocking her to the floor.  Gray attempted to get up, but HEALY continued to strike him.  HEALY struck Gray and Shortman several more times.  HEALY then took Gray’s glasses off the floor of his residence and threw them outside onto concrete, breaking them.  Gray and Shortman were able to get out of the residence and walk home.


The next morning, August 26, 2003, Gray and Shortman were transported to the Indian Health Service Clinic on the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation by a tribal police officer.   Eventually, Shortman was referred to the Northern Montana Hospital in Havre, and transported there by ambulance for a CAT-scan. 

 
Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HEALY will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HEALY does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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