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JOSE VENEGAS-GARCIA FOUND GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that on September 8, 2004, in Billings, after a 1-day federal district court trial before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JOSE VENEGAS-GARCIA, a 45-year-old resident of Mexico, was found guilty of illegal re-entry.  Sentencing is set for December 10, 2004.  VENEGAS-GARCIA is currently detained.


On or about December 27, 2003, in Billings, VENEGAS-GARCIA, an alien and citizen of Mexico who had been previously deported on August 21, 2003, through the Port of Paso Del Norte, El Paso, Texas, unlawfully entered or was found in the United States without receiving permission from the Attorney General of the United States or his successor, the Secretary for Homeland Security.


VENEGAS-GARCIA faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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