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MICHAEL JAMES MADPLUME SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 9, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MICHAEL JAMES MADPLUME, a 23-year-old resident of Browning, appeared for sentencing.  MADPLUME was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $704


MADPLUME was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to assault resulting in serious bodily injury. 


The victim reported that on the evening of April 30, 2001, and the morning of May 1, 2001, he was at a personal residence in Browning.  MADPLUME and three friends beat and kicked him.  The victim was bound at some point during the assault and he passed out during the course of the assault.


Several Blackfeet Police Officers responded to the residence early on May 1, 2001.  The victim was found bound and badly beaten.  He was taken to a local hospital, then transported to Benefis Hospital in Great Falls for severe injuries to his face and head.


MADPLUME was found hiding in a closet in the residence.  An FBI Special Agent subsequently interviewed MADPLUME and he admitted that he, along with three friends, were present at the residence late on the evening of April 30, 2001, and early the following morning.  An altercation ensued between MADPLUME and the victim.


The victim briefly escaped and ran into a bedroom and MADPLUME and the others followed him and  joined in kicking and beating the victim.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that MADPLUME will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, MADPLUME does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Browning.
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