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GARY ALLAN SCHLAKE SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 10, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, GARY ALLAN SCHLAKE, a 33-year-old resident of Missoula, appeared for sentencing.  SCHLAKE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: Life


SCHLAKE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to coercion and enticement.


On January 27, 2004, a 15-year-old female was e-mailing friends messages on MSN instant messenging (internet service) when she received an e-mail from a subject identifying himself as Gary.  Gary wrote that he wanted to meet her.  Gary related that he knew she was 15 years old but still wanted to meet her.  


The MSN member directory - public profile associated with the juvenile’s screen name revealed that she was a 15-year-old single female from Missoula.  The profile contained a photograph of her as well.  Gary acknowledged in internet chat with her that he saw her picture on her profile.


On January 27, 2004, the inappropriate MSN chat with Gary was reported to the Missoula Police Department.  Subsequent investigation by the Missoula Police Department determined Gary’s actual identity was GARY ALLAN SCHLAKE with a date of birth of March 18, 1971 making him 32 years old at the time.


On February 2, 2004, an FBI Special Agent interviewed the juvenile and her mother regarding the conversations with Gary on the internet, and obtained permission for law enforcement to assume her identity on the internet. 


The Special Agent  investigated the criminal history of SCHLAKE and determined that in August 2000, SCHLAKE was arrested on sexual assault charges stemming from a case where he met two minor females on the internet and enticed them into having sex with him.  SCHLAKE was subsequently convicted on two counts of endangering the welfare of a child in Missoula County District Court and received misdemeanor probation.  At the time of his internet chat with the juvenile, SCHLAKE was on probation and prohibited from having any supervised contact with females under the age of 18.  He was also prohibited from having internet access in his home.  Beginning February 4, 2004 and continuing until February 11, 2004, SCHLAKE engaged in internet chat with law enforcement posing as the juvenile.  They agreed to meet personally at a pre-determined location.


An undercover female law enforcement officer posed as the juvenile.  On February 11, 2004, SCHLAKE arrived at the location.  Law enforcement surveilled the meeting location at the predetermined time.  Upon his arrival SCHLAKE contacted the undercover law enforcement officer, identified himself as “Gary” and was immediately arrested.


Law enforcement interviewed SCHLAKE after his arrest and he admitted he cahtted with the juvenile and undercover law enforcement on the internet.  SCHLAKE also admitted that when he arrived at the predetermined meeting location on February 11, 2004, he intended to engage in sexual contact with the juvenile.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that SCHLAKE will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, SCHLAKE does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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