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ORVILLE JOHN WRIGHT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 10, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ORVILLE JOHN WRIGHT, a 43-year-old resident of Helena, appeared for sentencing.  WRIGHT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100


WRIGHT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to threatening a federal official.  On or about February 18, 2004, in Helena, WRIGHT, threatened to kill Tracy Hofmann, an employee of the Social Security Administration, U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, with the intent to intimidate her while she was engaged in the performance of her official duties.


On February 18, 2004, WRIGHT placed a telephone call to the Helena Social Security Administration office regarding his payments from Social Security.  WRIGHT became agitated with Tracy Hofmann as she answered WRIGHT’s questions.  

WRIGHT began yelling at Hofmann and ended the telephone call by yelling at her “you’re one dead bitch.”  WRIGHT admitted to yelling at the Social Security employee.  Furthermore, WRIGHT intended to intimidate the Social Security employee by yelling at her.


Immediately following WRIGHT’s telephone call on February 18, 2004, Hofmann was visibly shaking as she told her supervisor.                           


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that WRIGHT will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, WRIGHT does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Department of Homeland Security.
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