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DUANE NEIL COSTA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 13, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard W. Anderson, DUANE NEIL COSTA, age 35, pled guilty to illegal possession of an eagle.  Sentencing is set for December 16, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.  COSTA is currently released with conditions.


The misdemeanor criminal complaint states that on or about January 30, 2003, within the boundaries of the Crow Indian Reservation, north of Saint Xavier, COSTA took, possessed or transported a bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).  This is in violation of the Bald and Gold Eagle Protection Act.


COSTA faces possible penalties of 1 year in prison, a $100,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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