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JAVIER PEREZ-GUTIERREZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 16, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JAVIER PEREZ-GUTIERREZ, a 34-year-old resident of Mexico City, Mexico, pled guilty to illegal re-entry of deported alien.  Sentencing is set for January 6, 2005, at 9:00 a.m.  JAVIER PEREZ-GUTIERREZ is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on approximately June 03, 2004, an officer with the Columbia Falls Police Department encountered PEREZ-GUTIERREZ during a routine traffic stop and requested the assistance of an agent from the Kalispell office of the Bureau of Immigrations and Customs Enforcement.  While PEREZ-GUTIERREZ was being detained by the Columbia Falls Police Department, a Border Patrol agent was called to assist in translation. PEREZ-GUTIERREZ admitted to the agent that he was in the United States without authorization and failed to provide any validly issued documentation that showed lawful entry into the United States. 


PEREZ-GUTIERREZ admitted in writing that he was in the United States without authorization.  


On June 3, 2004, the Columbia Falls Police Department turned PEREZ-GUTIERREZ over to Immigration and Customs Enforcement custody.  His alien file included four Warrants of Deportation over the past 9 years, showing formal deportation from the United States on November 2, 1995, January 19, 1996; March 26, 1996; and January 30, 2003.  Further investigation with Customs and Border Protection revealed PEREZ-GUTIERREZ was an aggravated felon, convicted of felony possession of a controlled substance in 1995.  Additionally, PEREZ-GUTIERREZ has a history of Washington State convictions including possession of drug paraphernalia, theft, obstructing a law enforcement officer and driving with a suspended or revoked license.  


PEREZ-GUTIERREZ faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

