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GERARDO VILLARREAL-VARGAS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 16, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, GERARDO VILLARREAL-VARGAS, a 26-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  VILLARREAL-VARGAS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 20 years

! 


Special Assessment: $400

! 


Supervised Release: 20 years


VILLARREAL-VARGAS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to possession of methamphetamine with the intent to distribute. 


On November 5, 2003, the City/County Special Investigations Unit (CCSIU) used a confidential informant to make a controlled purchase of one ounce of methamphetamine from VILLARREAL-VARGAS for $1700.  The transaction took place at VILLARREAL-VARGAS’ apartment, which is directly across the street from a Billings city park.  


On November 11, 2003, the CCSIU made another controlled purchase of one ounce of methamphetamine from VILLARREAL-VARGAS at his apartment.  


On November 14, 2003, a confidential informant, in another controlled buy, purchased two ounces of methamphetamine from VILLARREAL-VARGAS at his apartment.


On November 20, 2003, CCSIU served a search warrant on VILLARREAL-VARGAS’ apartment and recovered $33,694 in US Currency, more than 1460 grams of methamphetamine and a 1999 Dodge Durango.  


VILLARREAL-VARGAS later admitted ownership of the methamphetamine to CCSIU officers and that he used the Dodge Durango to facilitate methamphetamine sales.  VILLARREAL-VARGAS also admitted that he had received all of the methamphetamine from the same source and had and distributed another two and one half pounds of methamphetamine over a period of several months.


As a result of the offenses charged above, VILLARREAL-VARGAS shall forfeit to the United States any and all property derived from any proceeds obtained directly or indirectly as a result of the violations.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that VILLARREAL-VARGAS will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, VILLARREAL-VARGAS does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was cooperative effort between the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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