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VICTORIA NAVA REYNA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 20, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, VICTORIA NAVA REYNA, a 26-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  NAVA REYNA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 5 years, including 4 months home detention

! 


Special Assessment: $100


NAVA REYNA was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to possession of OxyContin with intent to distribute. 


In 2001, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) was contacted by a person renting a trailer on a property in Billings.  The renter was being evicted from the trailer because the renter had refused to continue to pay NAVA REYNA and a co-defendant with OxyContin tablets.


In May of 2000, the renter had worked out a verbal contract with one of the family members to purchase the rented residence and property.  The renter had agreed to pay the family member with Oxycontin tablets, valued at about $3 a pill.  The renter was paying the family member sixty 40-miligram Oxycontin tablets each month, which equaled approximately $180 per month.  The OxyContin tablets were then resold on the street at approximately $30 per tablet.


The family member was arrested in December of 2000 and remained incarcerated.  After the arrest, the renter made the payments to a different family member through various other people.  The renter did not want to continue making payments with tablets, and instead requested a written purchase contract for the property.  The renter tried to work this out with the co-defendant, who was the one contacting the renter demanding the rent, but the co-defendant would not sign a written contract.


The renter’s son became involved to tried to help the renter obtain a written contract.  

The co-defendant refused to enter into a written agreement for the property.  The renter was also told by another family member to continue paying the rent with the OxyContin pills.  


In September of 2001, the renter started receiving numerous telephone calls from both NAVA REYNA and the co-defendant demanding payment.  NAVA REYNA and the  co-defendant also harassed the renter’s son with continual phone calls.  The DEA arranged to have both uncontrolled and controlled calls recorded to capture the arrangements to make a rent payment with OxyContin.  During the course of these calls, NAVA REYNA demanded the renter and the renter’s son pay the rent with the OxyContin tablets or they would be evicted from the residence. 


The calls continued until December 20, 2001, when the DEA sent an informant to one of the family member’s home with a 60-tablet bottle of 40-milligram OxyContin.  The arrangements for the drop off were made during phone calls from both NAVA REYNA and the family member demanding the rent payments.  The  co-defendant saw or heard the DEA coming and flushed about 43 of the 60  tablets down the toilet.  During the search of the residence, law enforcement recovered approximately 17 tablets of OxyContin, a small digital scale, as well as methamphetamine from the co-defendant’s bedroom.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that NAVA REYNA will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, NAVA REYNA does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations and the United States Postal Service.

# # # 

_1106563383.bin

