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LUCY ANN McGESHICK PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 20, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, LUCY ANN McGESHICK, a 47-year-old resident of Wolf Point, pled guilty to theft from an Indian gaming establishment.  Sentencing is set for January 3, 2005, at 3:30 P.M.  McGESHICK is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.

     In March of 2002, the General Manager of Silverwolf Casino, Wolf Point, Montana, contacted the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding possible embezzlement of Silverwolf Casino funds by a former bookkeeper, Jackie Moran, and former maintenance supervisor, LUCY McGESHICK.  It was alleged that the two had altered their time cards to obtain compensation to which they were not entitled and that they had taken some of the proceeds of checks negotiated into cash to operate the casino.  The time period covered was January 2001 through December 27, 2001. 

     The assistant manager at Silverwolf Casino advised that there were several unauthorized checks written on Silverwolf's bank account and endorsed by either Moran or McGESHICK, but neither had the authority to endorse checks.  All of the checks in question were written on days when Moran was duty manager of Silverwolf Casino.


McGESHICK admitted in open court that she was aware that Moran was taking money from the casino.  The scheme she described was different than the allegations made by the casino management.  McGESHICK advised the court that Moran would write personal checks to the casino for cash, but as the bookkeeper would not enter them on the books or deposit the personal checks in the casino's accounts.  McGESHICK admitted that she took over $1000 of the casino's money from Moran knowing it had been embezzled in this manner.


McGESHICK faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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