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RONALD EDWARD RICHTER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 21, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, RONALD EDWARD RICHTER, a 33-year-old resident of Tennessee, pled guilty to identification fraud.  Sentencing is set for December 30, 2004, at 10:00 A.M.  RICHTER is currently detained.


On July 9, 2004, RICHTER attempted to use false identification documents to enter the United States at the Sweetgrass Port of Entry.  RICHTER also made false statements to agents with the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection by claiming he was a Canadian citizen when, in fact, he was a citizen of the United States.  RICHTER possessed four false Social Security cards, two false birth certificates, one false certificate of marriage, one false certificate of baptism, and one false citizenship document issued by the World Service Authority.  All of the false documents contained a fictitious name or Social Security number.


RICHTER faces possible penalties of 3 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Elizabeth Horsman prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection and the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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