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ELWYN FLOYD HAS THE EAGLE, JR. PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 22, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ELWYN FLOYD HAS THE EAGLE, JR, a 21-year-old resident of Dodson, pled guilty to assault with a dangerous weapon.  Sentencing is set for December 30, at 9:30 a.m.  HAS THE EAGLE, JR is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on December 21, 2003, at approximately 3:00 a.m., on the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, HAS THE EAGLE, JR was a passenger in the back seat of a vehicle driven by another person.  Another passenger, who was sitting in the front passenger seat, changed the music playing in the vehicle and HAS THE EAGLE, JR hit the other passenger in the head with his hand.  The other passenger turned around and hit HAS THE EAGLE, JR.  HAS THE EAGLE, JR then stabbed the other passenger three times in the lower back region with a knife.  A third passenger in the vehicle attempted to break up the fight and sustained a laceration to the left ring finger from the knife.


The driver stopped the vehicle and HAS THE EAGLE, JR exited the vehicle.  HAS THE EAGLE, JR attempted to reenter the vehicle, but the driver drove away.


Approximately 15 minutes later, another motorist stopped and offered HAS THE EAGLE, JR a ride in the back of his pickup.  The motorist also had his two sons as passengers.  As the pickup proceeded down the highway, HAS THE EAGLE, JR became upset and threatened the motorist and his sons with the knife.  The motorist called 911 from his cell phone and requested assistance.


Fort Belknap tribal officers responded and apprehended HAS THE EAGLE, JR.  The officers also recovered the knife, which was in the bed of the pickup.


HAS THE EAGLE, JR faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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