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WESLEY LANE CRAWFORD SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 23, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, WESLEY LANE CRAWFORD, a 25-year-old resident of Browning, appeared for sentencing.  CRAWFORD was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $7,060


CRAWFORD was sentenced after a 2-day trial where a jury found him guilty of burglary.  The jury found that on December 29, 2001, a landlord and his wife drove to Browning to check a rental house they owned, which was rented by another couple, who were out of town for the Christmas holiday.  Upon arrival, the landlord noticed footprints in the snow and that a door on the east side of the residence had been kicked  open.  Upon entry, the landlord observed that the television and V.C.R. were missing.  At that time, the landlord called the Browning Police Department as well as the renters.


Police investigating the crime discovered that earlier in the day on December 29, 2001, several witnesses observed WESLEY LANE CRAWFORD  transporting several items to his mother’s home located across the street.  A person present at the mother’s home also observed CRAWFORD bringing the stolen property into the residence.


On December 29, 2001, Blackfeet Tribal Police arrested CRAWFORD on unrelated warrants.  At the time of arrest, CRAWFORD was wearing a stolen watch that belonged to the renters of burglarized residence.


On January 10, 2001, a search warrant was obtained and executed on the mother’s residence where the stolen property was stored.  As a result of the search, the renters’ property was recovered, including a stereo, a video cassette recorder, a compact disc player, multiple compact discs and a laundry basket.  The renters positively identified the items as belonging to them.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


Because there is no parole in the federal court system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that CRAWFORD will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, CRAWFORD does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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