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LARRY LOUIS ALVA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 23, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, LARRY LOUIS ALVA, age 38, appeared for sentencing.  ALVA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 18 years and 4 months

! 


Special Assessment: $500

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Forfeiture: $9,854


ALVA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea in two separate indictments to two counts of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and two counts of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.


Around May 2000, $5400.00 was given to others for 1.25 pounds of methamphetamine.  One of them drove to California in a car rented by another co-conspirator.  Upon returning to Billings, a co-conspirator distributed a portion of the 1.25 pounds of methamphetamine to ALVA. 


In June of 2000, a co-conspirator took approximately $10,000.00-$12,000.00 to California and provided another co-conspirator with $5000.00.  This co-conspirator failed to return with the money or the methamphetamine.  The individual that went to California met with the same co-conspirator and ALVA paid $5000.00-$7000.00 for one pound of methamphetamine which he transported from California.  Upon returning to Billings, ALVA received approximately 1 or 2 ounces of this methamphetamine from the co-conspirator.


Other co-conspirators made trips to California to purchase methamphetamine in February 2001, April 2001, December 2001 and January 2002.  Various quantities were purchased on each trip and ALVA continued to receive methamphetamine after each trip.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that ALVA will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, ALVA does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigations and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.
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