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JEFFREY BRIAN ZIEGLER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 24, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JEFFREY BRIAN ZIEGLER, age 31, pled guilty to receipt of obscene matters.  Sentencing is set for December 15, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.  ZIEGLER is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in February of 2001, ZIEGLER was involved in an investigation undertaken by FBI into the receipt of obscene material found on his work computer at Frontline Processing, located in Bozeman. 


ZIEGLER’s computer was seized and various items of obscene material was found upon it, in the form of images received from an interactive computer service.  The items had been received via the Internet using the computer belonging to Frontline Processing.  The items were received in 2000 and through February of 2001.  A number of the images are obscene pursuant to community standards.  The receipt of obscene material is prohibited under federal law.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

