	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



JENNIFER GATEWOOD SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 27, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JENNIFER GATEWOOD, a 29-year-old resident of Shelby, appeared for sentencing.  GATEWOOD was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years, 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $5280.88


GATEWOOD was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine. 



On October 24, 2003, a Toole County deputy with the Blackfeet Safe Trails Drug Task Force learned from a certain informant or informants that a person, later ascertained to be GATEWOOD’s co-defendant, was living in the vicinity of Cut Bank and seeking assistance in the manufacture of methamphetamine.  The informant told the deputy that the co-defendant intended to manufacture methamphetamine at the Terrace Motel in Cut Bank.  The deputy set up surveillance at the motel, where he observed the co-defendant moving back and forth between two rooms.


The deputy obtained a search warrant for the rooms.  When the task force searched the rooms, the deputy and other officers, they found two co-defendants.  The officers recovered containers from one of the rooms and the containers appeared to comprise part of a methamphetamine laboratory.  One of those containers held a liquid substance which appeared to contain some form of methamphetamine base.  Both co-defendants were arrested.  GATEWOOD was arrested near the motel.  A search of GATEWOOD’s car revealed the presence of drug paraphernalia and lye.  Lye is a necessary ingredient employed in the production of methamphetamine. 


She faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Blackfeet Safe Trails Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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